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Underride  
Data

On A Mission To Make 

Truck Crashes More 

Survivable



Underride crashes 
happen every day

all over the United States
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Underride-Fatality-Data-from-FARS-by-State.pdf

PVEH_LRGTRK_UNDERRIDE_FATS_STATE_2015B.pdf – 1994-2015

https://annaleahmary.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Underride-Fatality-Data-from-FARS-by-State.pdf
https://annaleahmary.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/PVEH_LRGTRK_UNDERRIDE_FATS_STATE_2015B.pdf
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Incidence of large truck-passenger vehicle underride crashes in 

the Fatal Accident Reporting System and the National Accident 

Sampling System

https://www.iihs.org/topics/bibliography/ref/1104
https://www.iihs.org/topics/bibliography/ref/1104
https://www.iihs.org/topics/bibliography/ref/1104


Under-reporting: a 
major problem
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Joshua Brown Tesla Side Underride Crash

https://annaleahmary.com/2019/09/joshua-brown-tesla-side-underride-crash-coded-as-no-underride-in-fars-data/
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Source: Eric Hein
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Source: Eric Hein



Under-counted and under-reported

• Inconsistency in police reports

• No checkbox for underride in police reports  

• Poorly understood by law enforcement 

• Looking for reason for crash - not reason for fatalities.  

• Looking at driver behavior instead of dangerous design of trailer.

• Lack of awareness

• Well-documented inaccuracy of data - GAO CONCLUDES UNDERRIDE IS 

UNDERREPORTED, DUH
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https://www.safetyresearch.net/gao-concludes-underride-is-underreported-duh/
https://www.safetyresearch.net/gao-concludes-underride-is-underreported-duh/
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NHTSA 2022 Underride Brochure in response to GAO/IIJA

https://www.nhtsa.gov/crashworthiness/truck-underride
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Contact Chart for

State Highway Patrol Headquarters

2023 Outreach to 50 

State Highway Patrols

https://www.statetroopers.org/useful-links/highway-patrol-state-police-websites
https://annaleahmary.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Contact-Chart-for-State-Highway-Patrol-Headquarters.pdf
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1.Despite any photos or diagrams you receive from law enforcement which might lead you to believe 

that a crash is an underride/override, you are restricted by NHTSA guidelines to code it as "No 

Underride/Override Noted" -- unless an underride field has been checked or the investigating officer 

has used the word underride/override in the crash report narrative.

2.State FARS Analysts complete the NHTSA FARS coding digitally and does not send any 

accompanying documents or photos to NHTSA.

3.Each state's crash report is different.

4.You have been working since September 2019 to develop an eCrash system which you believe will 

be helpful. You have heard that the State of Alabama has the best crash report form.

5.Reporting traffic fatalities through the FARS system is mandatory.

6.NHTSA schedules a system-wide annual training in December or January for FARS Analysts from 

every state to attend to hear about any changes in the FARS coding manual, which is updated 

annually, for the coming year. To the best of your knowledge, the topic of underride has not been 

included in that training. NHTSA Training Coordinator is Vashawn Veal.

7.NHTSA requires you to keep crash documents for three years. When the fourth year begins, you 

destroy the previous crash reports/documents.

8.You receive death certificates (if within 30 days of the crash) and, if the deaths were not already 

included in a crash report, you alert the investigating/reporting officer and ask them to update the 

crash report. Then you suspend the report until you see that the report has been updated before the 

end of the year when you would then send it to NHTSA
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Matt Brumbelow, IIHS, Presentation to NHTSA, November 9, 2023, at 4:32

https://static.nhtsa.gov/nhtsa/downloads/Events/underride-protection/Meeting on side underride ANPRM-20231109_183452-Meeting Recording.mp4
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FARS Accuracy

is Necessary

But Not Sufficient
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Zero
“Not Cost Effective”
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