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August 11September 18, 2015


Hon. John Taylor�214 Ryan Office Building�PO Box 202177�Harrisburg, PA 17120-2177





Hon. William F. Keller�332 Main Capitol Building�PO Box 202184�Harrisburg, PA 17120-2184





Hon. Anthony M. DeLuca�115 Irvis Office Building�PO Box 202032�Harrisburg, PA 17120-2032Docket Management Facility, M-30


U.S. Department of Transportation


West Building Ground Floor, Room W12-140


1200 New Jersey Avenue SE


Washington, DC 20590





Docket No. NHTSA-2015-0070





The League of American Bicyclists supports the comments of the City of Boston and encourages the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) to consider requirements for side impact guards and enhanced mirrors, in addition to rear impact guards and other safety strategies, on single unit trucks as part of this proposed rulemaking. Doing so is consistent with National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) recommendations to NHTSA and improves safety for all users of the transportation system, particularly those who are walking and bicycling. A future rulemaking should address the need for these features on tractor-trailers. 


Truck side guards are vehicle-based safety devices designed to keep pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorcyclists from being run over by a large truck’s rear wheels in a side-impact collision. Side guards physically cover the cavity between the front and rear wheels of a truck. They are used throughout Europe and Japan, and in several U.S. and Canadian cities. Municipal fleets in Portland, OR, Washington, DC, Boston, MA, and New York City, NY are beginning to adopt side guards to address bicyclist and pedestrian safety. Notably, Boston now requires side guards for all city-contracted vehicles.


In 2013, NHTSA data from the Fatality Analysis Reporting System shows that 78 bicyclist deaths were Heavy Truck related, representing slightly more than 10% of all bicyclist fatalities. According to the U.S. Department of Transportation Volpe Center, side guards led to a 61 percent reduction in bicyclist fatalities caused by side-impact collisions with large trucks when a nationwide side guard mandate was passed in the United Kingdom.


One year ago, U.S. Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx announced his Safer Streets, Safer People: Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Initiative. Agencies including NHTSA, Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit Administration, Federal Motor Carriers Safety Administration, and Federal Railroad Administration are working to research and promote tools that improve safety for people walking and bicycling. Secretary Foxx also partnered with more than 200 mayors to “take significant action to improve safety for bicycle riders and pedestrians of all ages and abilities.” A federal initiative to require sideguards will help NHTSA and mayors throughout the country rise to the vision set by Secretary Foxx while furthering the shared priority of improving bicyclist and pedestrian safety across the country.


We commend NHTSA for advancing rules that will save lives by requiring rear impact guards and other safety features on single-unit trucks and tractor trailers. We respectfully urge NHTSA to include a side guard requirement and a requirement for enhanced mirrors in this proposed rulemaking.


Dear Representative Taylor, Representative Keller, and Representative DeLuca:


On behalf of the League of American Bicyclists I am writing to express our concern regarding HB 1361and any similar bill that would require people on bicycles to wear reflective apparel. Any law that requires people on bicycles to wear reflective apparel would be harmful to people bicycling in Pennsylvania and people interested in bicycling in Pennsylvania.


Pennsylvania already has laws in place to ensure that bicyclists are highly visible when it is dark or there is low visibility. Pennsylvania requires a red rear reflector, a front white light, and amber reflectors visible from each side. Pennsylvania, like only 14 other states, requires that a bicycle is equipped with reflective equipment that is visible from both sides when directly in front of the lower beams of headlamps on a motor vehicle. An additional law that requires a bicyclist wear a particular type of reflective apparel is not needed given Pennsylvania’s current laws and would not give any additional benefit to people who bicycle in Pennsylvania.


  HB 1361 would not only be redundant, it’d act as a barrier to Pennsylvanians interested in bicycling.


Allowing and encouraging people to bicycle can have tremendous economic impacts for communities in Pennsylvania. Since 2000, the percentage of people bicycling to work in Pennsylvania has increased 78% -- and it has increased more than 400% in Pittsburgh and 160% in Philadelphia. These are the largest and 13th largest increases in bicycle commute share, respectively, among the 70 largest cities in America. Pennsylvania now has five League-certified Bicycle Friendly Communities, 63 Bicycle Friendly Businesses, and seven Bicycle Friendly Universities. This encouraging progress should be built upon and any requirement that requires bicyclists to wear reflective apparel could make it more difficult for people to choose to bicycle regularly or use public bikeshare systems.


On behalf of the League of American Bicyclists I encourage you to work with and listen to the people who bicycle in Pennsylvania. There are many laws that can make bicycling safer, but the type of law proposed in HB 1361 is not one of them.


Sincerely, �Ken McLeod


Legal & Policy Specialist


1612 K Street NW, Suite 308


Washington, DC 20006
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