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Marianne
I was very pleased with the collaborative discussion which took place via Zoom on Monday, March 29,
2021, regarding the challenges of adding side guard safety technology to specialty trucks. Participants
included primarily engineers and small companies who have been working on researching, designing,
and/or marketing solutions to the underride problem. The meeting was also quietly observed by fami-
lies of underride victims and administrative o�icials from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA).

Here is a summary of the discussion regarding the challenges of installing side guards on a vari-
ety of large trucks:

Discussion of Side Guards for Specialty Trucks – Underride Engineering Subcommittee

I have heard comments, in the past, that individuals and companies, which are designing, testing, and
marketing innovative underride protection technology, are just in it to make money — as if they
shouldnʼt be trusted. I have found this to be far from the truth. I have observed selfless commitment
to staying the course for the long haul to bring about solutions to a deadly problem which has been
swept under the rug for far too long — with little hope, along the way, that there would be either a
mandate or widespread voluntary adoption. Despite the decades of uncertainty, these resourceful
people have held fast to this impossible dream.
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The friendly and informative discussion among what-might-be-considered competitors was produc-
tive and appreciated. I hope that this meetingʼs cooperative interaction to reach a shared goal is a
foretaste of good things to come.


