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Coming Together On A Mission 
To Make Truck Crashes More 

Survivable

Turning Tragedy 
Into Advocacy
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• Please put yourself on Mute & 
make sure that we can see your 
name. 

• There will be a Q&A near the end.
• The meeting will be recorded & 

video file made available later.
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We will be posting a PowerPoint and video of the news conference on 
our websites:
• annaleahmary.com
• stopunderrides.org

You can also email marianne@annaleahmary.com and ask for them, as 
well as contact information for interviewing underride families.

Thank you for coming and for helping to raise awareness about these 
preventable tragedies and the solutions available to end them. 

https://annaleahmary.com/category/underride-crash-map/
https://stopunderrides.org/
mailto:marianne@annaleahmary.com
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A Timeline of Underride Safety

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrLEKrxy6a0
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Roya
2004
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Mary
2013
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AnnaLeah
2013
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• Strengthen the requirements for rear underride 
guards, add the requirement to single unit trucks 
and ensure that these standards are based off of 
crash testing

• Require all new trailers, semi-trailers, and single 
unit trucks are equipped with side guards

• Require all new truck-tractors and single unit 
trucks are equipped with front guards

The STOP Underrides Act



Single Unit Trucks
Single unit trucks are not required to follow 
the Federal standard
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New York Garbage Truck Underride
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The front of a 
truck can go 
over a car
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Vulnerable Road Users are also at risk
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The STOP Underrides Act 
would establish a committee, to monitor the underride 

rulemaking process, that is composed of: 
manufacturers, road inspectors, motor vehicle 

engineers/technicians, motor vehicle crash 
reconstructionist specialists, traffic safety 

organizations, truck and auto insurance industry 
representatives, law enforcement crash investigators, 

emergency medical service providers, public 
health/injury prevention professionals, and families 

who have been impacted by underride crashes. 



3/8/2021 39

In Summary, the Trucking Industry & the Federal 
Government Can Advance Underride Protection On 
a Fast Track By Adopting & Implementing:

• The IIHS TOUGHGuard Standard for rear 
underride guards

• The Consensus Side Guard Standard
• The UNECE-93 Front Underride Protection 

Standard
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A side underride guard
shall be considered
to meet the performance standard
if it is able to provide
vehicle crash compatibility with a midsize car, 
to prevent intrusion into
the occupant survival space, 
when it is struck at any location, at any angle, and at 
any speed up to and including 40 mph.

Consensus Side Guard Standard
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Front Underride Protection Crash Test

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iNRpiRmlBEc
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Hurdles to Reach
Comprehensive Underride Protection

RAMCUP
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How often

does underride
happen?

https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-19-264
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.3141/1595-05
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Under-reporting: 
a major problem
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Under-reporting: 
a major problem
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Joshua Brown Tesla Side Underride Crash



Under-counted and under-reported

• Inconsistency in police reports

• No checkbox for underride in police reports  

• Poorly understood by law enforcement 

• Looking for reason for crash - not reason for fatalities.  

• Looking at driver behavior instead of dangerous design of 
trailer.

• Lack of awareness

• Well-documented inaccuracy of data
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How Reporters Can Help To Improve Underride Reporting

• When reporting on a truck crash, ask the investigating officer underride-related 
questions.

• Find out the manufacturer & year of both the truck-tractor and the trailer (VIN).
• Find out if there was any Passenger Compartment Intrusion (PCI) which often 

occurs with underride, i.e., were doors, windshields, or the roof caved-in or 
sheared off?

• Was there entrapment?
• Were the car’s crashworthy features triggered, e.g., crumple zone, airbags, 

seatbelt tensioners?
• Use the term underride, as well as phrases like “car crashes into trailer, “goes 

underneath the trailer,” or “directly into and underneath."
• If there are multiple occupants in the passenger vehicle, indicate where they 

each were sitting and whether they were trapped or injured or killed.
• Follow-up to see if people, who are transported to the hospital, died or were left 

with debilitating injuries.
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Weight of Side Guards:

• Effect on fuel cost

• Effect on trailer’s frame

Road Clearance:

• Ability to navigate loading docks

• Ability to clear rail grade crossing

Effects on Under-Trailer Equipment/Access:

• Do side underride guards limit access to or displace 
equipment?

• Do side underride guards inhibit inspection of vehicle

Potential Side Guard Operational Issues
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Cost Benefit Analysis
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Mike
2004



Q&A
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We will be posting a PowerPoint and video of the news conference on 
our websites:
• annaleahmary.com
• stopunderrides.org

You can also email marianne@annaleahmary.com and ask for them, as 
well as contact information for interviewing underride families.

Thank you for coming and for helping to raise awareness about these 
preventable tragedies and the solutions available to end them. 

https://annaleahmary.com/category/underride-crash-map/
https://stopunderrides.org/
mailto:marianne@annaleahmary.com

