“The National Sheriffs’ Association Traffic
Safety Committee believes that this bill is
vital to the efforts to prevent these crashes
from occurring, first and foremost and also
to lower roadway deaths, injuries, and
property damage. . .

“This request is deeply personal to all of us
and will protect our constituents on our
roadways, protect our law enforcement
officers and first responders, and lower
deaths and injuries. “

Sheriff Harold Eavenson, Pres., NSA
Sheriff John Whetsel, Chair, Traffic Safety
Commiittee
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“It is anticipated that the pro-
posed Standard will be
amended, after technical stud-
ies have been completed, to
extend the requirement for un-
derride protection to the sides
of large vehicles.”
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Truck Crash Test Without Side Guard:

The Best Possible Protection

g
The Best Possible Protection

SaferTruck
System
Awards

Jerry attached the first SaferTruck Bono Award to
a trailer in the process of being upfitted with
a Rear Reinforcement Attachment and a full-
length side guard system.

annaleahmary.com
stopunderrides.org

Their deaths were preventable.

marianne@annaleahmary.com


https://annaleahmary.com/
https://stopunderrides.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrL7AUMT4To
https://annaleahmary.com/2019/03/media-reports-video-footage-unveil-highlights-of-the-successful-d-c-underride-crash-test-event/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-VucNLZIsIU
https://annaleahmary.com/2018/05/in-1969-dot-planned-to-add-side-guards-after-technical-studies-well-theyve-been-completed-now-what/
https://annaleahmary.com/2019/03/natl-sheriffs-association-resolution-advocates-to-stop-underrides-improve-commercial-vehicle-safety/
https://annaleahmary.com/2019/03/natl-sheriffs-association-resolution-advocates-to-stop-underrides-improve-commercial-vehicle-safety/
https://annaleahmary.com/2020/01/crash-tests-of-rear-underride-guard-reinforcement-attachments-2016-2020/

Every year, hundreds of people die when their car
goes under a truck. This happens because of a geo-
metric mismatch between the bottom of the truck
and the bumper of a car. When there is a collision,
the car easily slides under the truck and the first point
of impact is at the windshield.

This leads to unimaginable injuries and death. Despite
the fact that engineers have designed equipment to
prevent cars from going under trucks, stronger rear
guards, side guards, and front guards are not required
on large trucks.

The STOP Underrides Bill has been introduced in Con-
gress to make this life-saving equipment mandatory.
But the process to get that passed is moving slow as
molasses.

In memory of AnnalLeah and Mary Karth, and count-
less other underride victims, we have created com-
memorative awards for trucks which are making the
roads safer by having effective underride protection.

To encourage trucking companies to buy and drive
safer trucks, AnnalLeah & Mary for Truck Safety has
created decals to affix to trucks which have installed
a stronger rear guard and/or added side guards —
thereby meeting safety standards for rear and side
underride protection, as spelled out in the STOP Un-
derrides Bill.

In hopes that this recognition of fleet safety leader-
ship will prevent the loss of other precious lives, we
are launching this program on May 4, 2020, as we
remember our loss of Annaleah and Mary in an un-
derride crash seven years ago on May 4, 2013.

The SaferTruck System Bono Award is for
trucks on which a stronger rear underride
guard has been installed to prevent under-
ride deaths at the rear of trucks. We chose
this name in reference to the patron saint,
Beuno or Bono (Latin, bonus =

good), known for the protection of chil-
dren — using the image of Mary’s beloved
stuffed toy St. Bernard, Gertie.

The SaferTruck System Christopher Award is for
trucks which have had side guards installed to
prevent underride deaths at the sides. We chose
this name in reference to the patron saint/
advocate of travelers, Christopher — keeping in
mind Annaleah’s love of medieval history and
dragons.
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https://www.facebook.com/AnnaLeahandMaryforTruckSafety/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/665
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/665
https://www.flipsnack.com/STOPunderrides/safer-trucks-to-receive-commemorative-awards-for-contributio.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Christopher
https://truestorieswelltold.com/2019/12/18/annaleahs-too-true-story/
https://annaleahmary.com/2020/05/safer-trucks-to-receive-commemorative-awards-for-contribution-to-safer-roads/
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=565
https://annaleahmary.com/2016/12/marys-life-with-gertie-her-best-friend-to-the-end/

