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Request for Law Review Articles
on the Cost/Benefit Analysis in Traffic Safety Rulemaking

After losing our two youngest daughters, AnnalLeah (17) and Mary (13), due to a truck underride crash
on May 4, 2013, our family has taken on the goal of improving the regulatory and voluntary standards
for currently weak and ineffective truck underride guards. On May 5, 2016, we were co-sponsors, with
ITHS and the Truck Safety Coalition, of an Underride Roundtable.

Current truck underride regulations too often do not prevent underride crashes—which led to 228
recorded crash fatalities in 2014. http://annaleahmary.com/2016/04/truck-underride-fatalities-chart-
from-the-fars-1994-2014/truck-underride-fatalities-1994-2014/

As we have participated in safety advocacy, we have become aware of the challenges often faced by
those who seek to bring about greater safety through legislative or rulemaking means. Because we have
observed that the industry's lobby exerts a great deal of influence and has been successful in delaying
proven safety measures, we have petitioned the federal government to adopt a Vision Zero Rulemaking
Policy.

In order to understand the details of our vision to bring about a process that would truly be concerned
about saving lives more than saving profit, please see our Vision Zero Petition Delivery Book:
http://annaleahmary.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Vision-Zero-Petition-Book-3rd-

Edition.pdf

We have not received any feedback from the White House or from the Department of Transportation in
response to our petition. Therefore, we are proceeding to call upon experts in law to research this
timely topic and write law review articles to shed light on the appropriateness of our requests to re-
shape the process through which this country's citizens are meant to be protected.

It is our hope that students of the law, as well as law professors, judges, and legal practitioners, will
take it upon themselves to clarify the process by which safety measures — which are proven to save
lives and/or prevent serious injuries — are determined to be cost effective or not, and what exactly that
means. We will compile the results (or links to published articles) and make them publicly available.

Please send questions and submissions to:
Marianne Karth
marianne @annaleahmary.com.

We will accept reviews at any time but encourage law students to incorporate this project into their
university schedule.



